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President’s report
The holiday break has flown, and we’re ready to do it all
again. Members are eager to start classes and renew friendships from last year. A bumper crowd of members ended last
year with a great morning tea at the Community Centre,
where many of the term’s activities were showcased. What a
busy lot we were! The artworks and the lovely floristry were
particularly admired - and how lucky we are to have such
talented and generous tutors. Each term we have the chance
to explore some new pursuit, with new friendships an added
bonus.
We hope the new program for 2015 will provide some new
interests. See you in class!
Nancy Brown
Some of last term’s activities
We ran approximately 30 different classes and activities last
term. Some of these continued over the December / January
period - namely the exercise classes and Mah Jong.
One of the highlights of last term’s courses was the Legal
Life Planning Workshop. A full house of U3A members at
the Golf Club in November were lucky enough to hear Jill
Yates and Ted McKeown, two experienced retired solicitors
from Sydney, as they shared their considerable expertise on
such vital matters as wills, power of attorney, enduring
guardianship, living wills and estate management. The day
was full of sound advice, valuable hand-outs and lots of humour. The law is full of pitfalls for the unwary. Those present at the meeting are now better prepared to cope with the
inevitable - something their families will surely be grateful
for. This was one of the most useful days the U3A has organised
Another highlight was Beth Denny’s visit where we had

some 25 people turn up for her official launch of the Balance
‘n Bones exercise class. This class has gone from strength to
strength, and we’re grateful for Beth’s inspiration - not to
mention her weekly presence on the DVD!
A special thank you to Oberon Council for allowing us to
negotiate a “deal” for an aqua aerobics class that started just
before Christmas and will continue until the pool closes.
This has proven to be a popular activity - the heated pool is
just wonderful!
Our cooking classes continue to be very popular - Oberon
High School has been very generous in allowing us to use
their impressive kitchen. The Valley Heights Railway Museum trip attracted 28 participants who had a great day. The
walking group explored more forests, and local trails, and
the food safari group had lunch at the Tarana Pub, Mayfield
Gardens Café, the Big Trout and Tay’s café. The Thursday
afternoon computer trouble shooting session continues to
attract people who are experiencing computer, tablet and
smartphone problems - this session is great value for money!
A huge thank you to all our volunteers for last term;
Lynn Agland, Sue Arnison, Hardy Beilharz, Elizabeth
Brotchie, Marjorie Armstrong, Nancy Brown, Barbara Coleman, Christine Parker, Megan Sovik, Shane Evans, Maree
Arrow, Brian, Shirley Arrowsmith, Julie Stott, Mikaela Piper, Olga Iral, Janet Baljeu, Barry Wilton, Lynne Woods,
Dorothy Turner, Jenny O’Bernier, Jenn Capel, Sue and Col
Roberts, Katie and Malcolm Graham, and Marjorie and
Richard Webb.
A special thank you to Kath Belmonte who is taking a break
- Kath was a member of the original U3A Committee and
taught an art class for 18 months. Kath’s talent and enthusi-

asm will be greatly missed especially by her students. Another special thank you is due to Christine Parker, our Vice
President and talented presenter, who is leaving Oberon to
take up residence in Cowra. We’re hopeful she will return
for the odd course - both as a participant and as a presenter!

Legal Life Planning workshop

Coming up in Term One
The following classes will continue in Term 1 2015:
Family History, Balance & Bones, Food Safari, Scrabble,
Book Chat, Mah Jong, Creative Arts, Computer Trouble
Shooting & other technology classes, and Current Affairs.
Cryptic Crosswords will return. Pilates will add an additional class on Tuesday. Favourite Walks will recommence in
Term 2.
New courses offered in Term 1 are:
Aqua Aerobics (already commenced and will continue until
the pool closes in March) with Sharon Inwood, Developing
Philosophical Skills with Brian, Painting with Olga Iral, Preserves and Jam Making with Lynne Woods, Hot Cross Buns
and Savoury Rolls with Sue Arnison, Souffles with Margaret
Farquharson, Smart Phone Basics with Julie Stott, Cards
(Euchre and 500) with Dorothy Turner, Tools to Know
Yourself with Janet Baljeu, and Playing the Ukulele with
Tim Graham.
If you are not already attending classes we hope you find
something that interests you!
Fowlers Vacola Jars
After Lynne Woods’ successful class on preserves some of
our inspired members are on the lookout for Vacola Jars. If
you have some you no longer want please let us know!

Beth Denny launches Balance & Bones

Membership fees
Unless you joined in Term 4, 2014 your membership will run
out at the end of January 2015. Your can pay your $20 renewal fee by mailing a cheque (made out to Oberon U3A) to
the Secretary, 926 Lowes Mount Road, Oberon 2787, or
leave payment in an envelope addressed to Oberon U3A at
Arrow’s Newsagency or the CTC - make sure you include
your name.
Membership Badges - please wear these to classes and make
sure that you have filled in the medical information on the
back!

Bread making with Sue Arnison

Enrolment in term one classes
In the past we have accepted enrolments throughout the term.
This is not very efficient and leaves a lot of uncertainly about
the viability of some classes. This term we want you to enrol
before the term begins - by Friday January 30th. That
gives you a couple of weeks. So, sit down with your program, enrol in the classes you want, and when you receive
confirmation, put the dates in your diary. Remember, we
don’t send out reminders!
We would like to wish all our members a happy new year.
We look forward to meeting you in Term 1!

Christmas cake making with Barbara Coleman

Aqua aerobics at the Oberon Swimming Pool
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