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From the President 

Happy new year! Let’s hope 2021 is a better year  for us 
all. It was lovely to see so many of our members come to 
the Christmas Morning Tea at the Showground Pavilion 
in December. We were originally going to The Common 
but cold, inclement weather made our backup venue of 
the Showground a wise choice indeed! Thanks go to 
Council for the $300 grant made available to local 
organisations to host a Christmas function. Having a chat 
over a coffee and something delicious to eat was a great 
way to celebrate the end of what was an extremely 
challenging and unsatisfactory year, as far as our 
program was concerned! We trust this year will be much 
more sociable! 

Please find attached the Term 1 program which has a 
wonderful range of classes on offer. Thanks must go to 
all our generous class leaders who help to make Oberon 
U3A the successful organisation it is. Our many 
dedicated volunteers have seen our membership 
continue to grow. We now have nearly 210 members. 
Pleasingly, again this year the organisation has been 
nominated for an Australia Day Award in the Volunteer 
Group of the Year category. Despite the pandemic, 
Oberon U3A continues to offer members the opportunity 
to be entertained, mentally and physically fit and 
comfortable in a supportive circle of friends.  

The extensive Term 1 program includes many of the 
usual offerings but you will see that there are also some 
new courses, which the committee hopes will be of 
interest to members. Please remember that if you have 

talents or knowledge that you would like to share as a 
class leader, do contact any committee member who will 
pass the information on to the Courses Coordinator.  

Our Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 
2 at 3pm at the Community Centre Function Room. 
Please come along to support the organisation and the 
election of the 2021-22 office bearers. Perhaps you 
would like to join the committee? If so, your contribution 
would be greatly appreciated. Nomination details are at 
the end of the newsletter.  

In the meantime, I hope to see you at a U3A class soon! 
Jenn Capel  

What’s happening with classes 

Balance ‘n’ Bones started on January 4 this year, 
operating Monday and Tuesday morning sessions  in the 
RSL downstairs gym area, with appropriate social 
distancing, cleaning and tracking practices. Classes 
operate 50 weeks of the year, with the exception of 
public holidays. Class leader, Megan Sovik commented 
that “It's been good to see steady interest in the classes, 
for members wishing to improve their fitness levels.” 

Aquarobics has been running since early November 
2020 and is extremely popular. It will continue until the 
end of the swimming season, which will be towards the 
end of March. Most of the lessons are taken by 
Sharon Inwood, who not only manages to give 
participants a good workout but also injects a lot of 
humour, so the class is heaps of fun! Add to that the 
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beautiful water temperature, even on cold days, and you 
have a class that ticks all the boxes. U3A members have 
had the benefit of this class, and its reduced fee, for 
about 5 years now.  If you haven't tried it, then you 
should, even if it's not a class but a swim, or a splash, in 
your own time. The pool is yet another of Oberon's 
gems. 

The historical machinery restoration group, commonly 
known as The Rusty Restorers has continued meeting 
weekly, on a Wednesday since last year. The group has 
not taken on any major pieces of equipment recently but 
in the last few weeks has concentrated on completing 
jobs. The group has also been helping at the museum,  
lining the new shed with pine board. It is hoped that in 
the future the group will be able to use part of the shed 
as a base to work on some of the larger items of 
machinery in the museum. Tim Arnison says that “If 
anyone would like to join us, you are most welcome. No 
particular skill set is required!” 

Bridge is now back into full swing, with games being 
held on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am. In Term 4 
the group was restricted by the number of people 
allowed in the community rooms but now there is the 
opportunity for more players  to join.  

“Some of our keenest players are going to Bathurst to 
play and some are playing online. Bridge is an addictive 
game, which has the added advantage of being great for 
the brain. This term we will again provide the opportunity 
for those interested to learn,” Bridge coordinator, Lyn 
Prowse said.                                                                                                                    

It’s a brand new year, so if you have been thinking about 
doing something a little different to your normal routine, 
why not come along to 500?  We have a very enjoyable 
time, not to mention also challenging our grey matter. 
We meet every Wednesday from 1pm to 4pm, at the 
Robert Hooper Community Centre and share an 
afternoon tea, half way through our card game. It’s a 
great way to meet new people in our community and 
have a really pleasant afternoon. If you are a bit rusty on 
how to play, or wish to learn, I am more than happy to 
teach you. Looking forward to seeing you in 2021. Julie 

Cutbush 

What’s new? 
One of the new classes being offered this term is the 
ancient craft of tapestry. Patricia Moss, who is new to 
Oberon, has kindly offered to lead a Creative Tapestry 
class.  Patricia ran a Tapestry Studio for 16 years and is 
a past President of the Tapestry Guild, so we are 
fortunate to have her skills offered to members.   
 
Katie Graham has volunteered to share her experience 
in building wicking beds, which are becoming popular 
amongst local gardeners. Katie will explain the concept 
of wicking beds in the garden and then the class 
members will construct a model so they can build a full 
sized bed in their own garden.  

Dietmar Sajowitz is again offering to teach members the 
game, or is it the art, of Lawn Bowls, which involves 
tactics and strategy. Great fun in a social atmosphere. 

Julie Stott is going to lead a group talking about What’s 
on the Box. Share what you have been enjoying 
watching on TV and where others can find it! 

Brenda Lyon is opening her garden to teach members all 
they need to know about bulbs, rhizomes and corms.  
 
For those of you who love getting together to do a little 
hand work, Brenda Lyon has sent out an SOS asking for 
volunteers to assist in stitching up the items that have 
been crocheted and/or knitted to decorate the town in 
June by the 'Crafternoons' group.  Crafternoons  meets 
every Friday at 1.30pm to 4pm. For further information, 
please ring Brenda Lyon on 0418 629 073. 
 
Note the date for the AGM, Tuesday March 2 at 3pm 

If you would like to join the Oberon U3A Committee, 
please complete and submit your nomination form, 
which can be found attached or by clicking on the 
following  link  
AGM-nomination-form-for-committee.pdf 
 
Have a great term! 

Aquarobics class continues to be popular. It’s fun and a 
good workout! 

Jill Stubbs, Lyn Prowse, Kathy Mooney and Katie Graham 
playing “socially distanced” Bridge!  

Gary Clayton and Bruce Lothian working on part of a horse 
drawn inter row cultivator. 

Jill Stubbs, Lyn Prowse, Kathy Mooney and Katie Graham at the 
Covid safe  Bridge table! 
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